in future, if all who attended would come in a prayerfi
mood, for, prayer was the food of the spirit. He hope
that those present would not only maintain silence, bi
would carry shanti with them to their homes.
HARIJANS AND LIQUOR
Gandhiji next referred to a Harijan Conferenc
recently held in the U. P., where a Minister is said 1
have counselled the Harijans to give up dirty cloth*
and liquor. Upon this came a spontaneous retort froi
a Harijan that the Government could burn all din
clothes, if they would cut off the toddy trees root an
branch, and close all liquor dens. Gandhiji admire
the courage of this Harijan brother, but he would advii
the Harijans and the general public that the rernec
lay in their own hands and that even if liquor we;
being sold, they should avoid it as poison. Indeed, liqu<
was worse than poison. While the latter killed the bod
the former destroyed the awareness of the spirit and 2
that was noble in man including the sovereign qualii
of self-control. At the same time Gandhiji advised tl
Government to convert liquor dens into restaurants f<
the supply of clean and wholesome refreshments an
to provide instructive literature and other recreatic
to wean the addicts from the lure of intoxicants. Froi
experience gained in many a country, reinforced by fc
own observation in India and earlier in South Afric
Gandhiji was confident that abstinence from intoxican
would materially enhance the physical and moral str
ngth of the workers as well as their earning capacit
Prohibition was therefore included in the Congre
programme since 1920 and now that freedom has be<
won, the Government should proceed to impleme
that pledge and be prepared to renounce the taint*
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